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Meeting Highlights
 On Tuesday, October 14th, the Wright Flyers held 

the monthly membership meeting at  the Monticello 

Middle School. This was the first of six indoor 

meetings for the colder daylight-starved Minnesota 

climate over the next six months. 

 President Scott Leiferman, the sole officer in 

attendance, called the meeting to order at  7:10 PM. 

There were just a half dozen people at this meeting. 

Although the meeting room was suppose to be #29, 

the school had us move to room #10. The school is 

not sure whether this will be permanent or not. 

 The minutes from the September meeting were 

read and approved. No treasurer’s report available. 

 Discussion of a storage shed for the field was 

brought up again but was not fruitful and tabled until 

next year.

 The grass and weeds at  the field appeared to be 

dormant  so that no more mowing should be 

requested for the year.

 Joel Dirnberger handed out flyers the club 

received via email from Jeremy Steinmueller who 

has reopened his shop, Big Sky Hobby, in Eagan, 

Minnesota.

 Scott related his good experience obtaining electric 

motor mount standoffs from the retail storefront of 

Hobby Zone in Plymouth. 

 Rick Johnson has given up trying to get a response 

from the Wright County Parks to a request to add 

our club field to the signage at the main entrance to 

The Wright Flyer

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, November 11th, 

2008. It will be held in Room 29 (or Room 
10) of  the Monticello Middle School. Please 

note the change in room number. 

Montissippi Park off Highway #75.

 There were no presenters for show & tell.

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM 

Montissippi Field update
 The cool dry October weather has held the weeds 

in check and the grass is apparently reverted to its 

root growing phase. Wayne VanDenBoom cut loose 

the portable toilet so it could be removed by  EZ-

Flush as our rental for the season has been 

terminated. The toilet had yet to be taken away as of 

Saturday, November 1st. Garth Landefeld expects, 

from his last  discussion with the vendor, that  they 

will be out sometime the week of November 3rd to 

pick up  the toilet. So you’ll just have to hold it until 

spring if you are out flying after that.

Fall In New England
 The Collings Foundation, which is based in a 

suburb of Boston (Stow) MA, has an annual tradition 

for the Columbus Holiday weekend in October. They 

open up their facilities for tours, airplane rides and 
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WWII battle re-enactments. So, we like to schedule a 

fall visit  with my brother Tony who resides just a 

couple miles from the Collings Foundation. 

 Each year the Collings Foundation has expanded 

the scope of the event. This year they added a North 

American AT-6 to the PT-17 Stearman for plane 

rides. Even if you don’t go on a plane ride, you are 

right along side their grass runway where the planes 

takeoff, do low fly-by’s and land all day long. The 

runway is along the Assabet River which is lined 

with trees in full Fall color. The afternoon is capped 

off with a battle re-enactment between German and 

US forces employing authentic WWII weapons 

including tanks and artillery along with aerial sorties 

by a Fiesler Storch and JU-88 Stuka dive bomber. 

It’s a very impressive event. 

 On our visit  on Saturday this year, the Germans 

won the battle. Last year we went on Sunday  and the 

US won. I have a hunch they trade off on who wins 

on which day with the US winning on the final day 

each year. I can’t say this for sure though. Watching 

those planes come fast and low over the field and 

over the US and German troops was awe inspiring 

and gives you a feeling of what it  must have been 

like for the troops back then, minus the live ammo, 

of course.

 We’ve included a number of photos that Jean took 

throughout the day. We hope you enjoy them. If you 

ever get  the chance to be out near Boston for 

Columbus Day weekend, be sure to stop by and visit 

the Collings Foundation if it is open.

The US tank was disabled and troops were hiding behind 
it for protection in this re-enactment.

The Germans Fiesler Storch (above) and thePT-17 
Stearman (below).

The AT-6 (above) with the beautiful fall colors and the 
JU-88 Stuka diving over us above.
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Summer’s Memories 
by Leo Davids

 Over the past 25+ years of RC flying, one facet 

that has always been in the mix for me is float flying. 

With a highly modified Balsa USA Swizzle Stick in 

my hanger, each summer has offered numerous 

opportunities to fly from the lake we live on. 

However, during many  of these summers only a half 

dozen flights were executed because of the work it 

entails to launch and retrieve a glow powered aircraft 

on the water. But this past summer, with the addition 

to my fleet of an electric powered float plane, I had 

the opportunity to fly over 60 flights from the lake. 

 Some of this activity of course due to the novelty 

any new aircraft brings, but in a large part, it was 

more the convenience afforded by the whole electric 

experience. For instance, of those 60+ flights, only 

once was a retrieval boat required.  For similar glow 

powered operations, it  would be hard to keep boat 

retrievals under double figures with that  many flight 

operations. What's more, it  is not as daunting to grab 

the electric aircraft  at the last minute for only a flight 

or two whenever boat traffic or weather allow. The 

past two Sunday’s were a prime example of that. 

 The aircraft that were used in this prolific water 

based activity  were two rather simple planes, a Great 

Planes SeaWind and a Multiplex MiniMag. Both are 

foam construction, the SeaWind being a boat hull 

fuselage while the MiniMag is a conventional high-

wing tail dragger fitted onto pontoons. The SeaWind 

came first in March as a birthday  present from my 

wife. It was finally  flying in early June and my trusty 

old Swizzle Stick languished in the hanger most the 

rest of the summer. 

 My flying buddy, Hugh, battling glow engine 

problems on his own Swizzle Stick float plane, 

slowly became impressed with the electric approach 

and finally pulled the trigger on a MiniMag in 

August. Since then, Hugh has about 20 flights on the 

MiniMag off the water. Both of these aircraft use 

identical power systems; outrunner brushless motor, 
Leo’s Great Planes Seawind

AT-6 ready for takeoff

Hugh Lampert’s MiniMag
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Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

battery and speed control. Each aircraft is still 

unique in its flying characteristics while flying for 

10-12 minutes on slightly  less than half the capacity 

of their 1800 mah LiPoly batteries. 

 Since getting into electric powered RC aircraft, 

I’ve really  been captivated by their adaptability  to 

flying sites and now the water experience has put 

another nail in the glow powered coffin. If you are 

looking for reasons to go electric, add this to the list.

WFRC Officers in Need of 
Rejuvenation
 It’s that time of year again when nominations for 

positions in the club’s “elite guiding force” are being 

accepted. There has been little turnover in the 

positions of president, vise-president, secretary, 

treasurer and safety officer for the past few years. 

To date, no officers have indicated any reluctance 

to continue their role but if someone would like to 

join the ranks, no doubt some room could be made. 

The proposed officers for 2009 will be listed in the 

December newsletter for electing and installing at 

the December meeting. So if you are interested, get 

your name in at the November 11th meeting. And 

you don’t have to be present to win a position if 

you offer to run. 
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